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fession of defeat. What need is there of an Introduction to
World Literature, if every man is a good judge of books, so
long as he has not been "connoisseured out of his senses"?

We have to recognize that there are degrees in impression-
ism, as in all the other kinds of criticism. To say: "You are
wrong" may be dogmatic 5 but it is not the whole of dogmatism,
nor the best. To say: "The book sells" is pragmatic $ but on a
low level. To say: "I like this" is impressionistic5 but in a most
rudimentary form. In all fairness, we should consider each
method in its most comprehensive development.

Impressionism, in a critic, means honesty. It means that he
will not pretend to admire or despise a book, because a theory
or an influential group order him to do so. If he yawns, he
yawns, nor makes it a matter of pride or shame. His motto is
Luther's: "So help me God, I cannot otherwise." To the
radical impressionist, all other forms of criticism appear as an
evasion of plain duty. It takes a Luther, or the child in Ander-
sen's allegorical tale, to state simply what he actually thinks or
sees. Most of us shirk this responsibility. We want to entertain
the right opinions, that is to say those which are taught us by
the right people. This is most commendable, if it can be done
with complete sincerity: then impressionism, orthodoxy, good
taste, unite in happiest harmony. If not, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

Ultimately, every form of criticism must seek its foundation
in impressionism. Scientific esthetics, for instance, will tabulate
reactions to this or that artistic stimulus. But the elementary
facts which it tabulates are the assertions of individuals: "I
like this, I do not like that." Classical dogmatism imposes rules
upon us, but recognizes the existence of Genius, which is su-
perior to all rules 5 and the presence of genius can be felt only
through the reader's personal response. Although there is a
romantic dogmatism, it should be a contradiction in terms:
Romanticism is the expression of the individual, and appeals
to the individual. Even realistic dogmatism admits that "art is
nature seen through the temperament of the artist," and should